CRUCIFIXION
to be. A cross was a T. It was no heavier than necessary. It was not very high, the feet of the victim being perhaps two feet above the ground. They were either bound or rested on a pedestal. The body did not hang by the pierced hands alone, you can see for yourself the impossibility. They would tear away. There was a cross-piece on the stem of the cross which passed between the legs and on which the body rested. There was hardly any strain on the hands. His feet were not probably nailed, for the one eye-witness, he of the fourth Gospel, does not say so. Even if they were, it would make little difference. The idea of the punishment of crucifixion was slow torture from thirst, starvation and confined position till death ensued. It lasted several days before men died. There was every desire to make it as long as possible.
Jesus was crucified at noon between two thieves.
" And one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be Christ, save thyself and us.
" But the other answering rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation ?
" And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds; but this man hath done nothing amiss.
" And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me when thou comest into thy kingdom.
" And Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise."